Tuberculosis and National Health
positive cases are given by Kayne: Frantz (Germany) 16*8,
Deutsch/Lederer (Germany) 6-6, Heynsius van den Berg (Hoi/
land) 12-3, Lissant Cox 1-7 and 3-2, Turner 5-2, Dorothy Dow
and Lloyd 1*8, and Tattersall 2-9. The case mortality of the
disease in infants under the age of twelve months is high, varying
according to different authorities from 15 to 100 per cent. The
younger the infant the more fatal is the infection likely to be.
The writer has had recently brought to his notice the death of
ap infant four months old from miliary tuberculosis whose mother
had pulmonary tuberculosis with positive sputum. And yet
many children escape infection of sufficient intensity to produce
clinical manifestations of the disease, and some may even remain
non-reactive notwithstanding close contact with sputunvpositive
cases. The former fact postulates an immune response from
repeated small doses of infection, and the latter the existence of
natural immunity in a small percentage of cases.
Investigations as to the incidence of infection in contacts have
been carried out by various observers in this country. Lissant
Cox and others carried out an extensive survey regarding the
fate of young children in tuberculous households. The total
number of children who were contacts of persons with positive
sputum and whose history was investigated was 1,486, of whom
1,023 were under the age of five years. The jnumber of deaths
from pulmonary tuberculosis in contacts under the age of five
was five, while the deaths from other forms of tuberculosis num/
bered forty/five, of which thirty/one were due to meningitis, eight
were due to general tuberculosis, and four^were due to abdominal
iufection, the two remaining "deaths resulting fmm^txifaerctilQsis
of bones and joints and of peripheral glands respectively. The
percentage of deaths from tuberculosis "of the respiratory system
was 3-3, compared with the control figure of 0-6 per cent for
England and Wales. The percentage of deaths from other forms
of tuberculosis was 30-0, compared with the corresponding con/
trol figure of 3 -8 per cent for England and Wales. One interesting
fact emerges from the results of this investigation. In the total
number of children under the age of five years 150 deaths had
occurred at the time of the investigation, of which fifty were due
to tuberculosis. The percentage ratio of deaths from causes other
than tuberculosis, chiefly infectious, was, with the two significant
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